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Summary  of  Statistics 


Area  of  the  District 

236,649  acres. 

Population 

26,080 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses 

7,362 

Number  of  Council  Houses 

578 

Number  of  persons  per  house 

3.5 

Number  of  Births 

353 

Number  of  Deaths 

362 

Rateable  Value  of  Houses 

£64,353 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

£239  Us.  lid. 

Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  1952. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Olley,  and  Gentlemen. 

I commenced  my  duties  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in 
April,  1952,  and  I now  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  first  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1952. 

This  year  Part  2 of  the  report  dealing  with  the  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  area  has  been  written  by  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  him  and 
his  two  Assistants  for  the  efficient  way  they  have  carried  out  their 
duties  and  for  their  help  and  loyal  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the 
Department.  I also  wish  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Council,  the 
Officials  and  Staff  for  their  interest  and  support  during  the  year. 

I am  your  obedient  servant, 

GLADYS  M.  HERBERT, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births  : 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

344 

170 

174 

Illegitimate 

9 

4 

5 

Legitimate  and  Illegitimate 

353 

174 

179 

Still  Births  : 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

9 

6 

3 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Legitimate  and  Illegitimate 

10 

6 

4 

BIRTH  RATES, 

DEATH 

RATES, 

ANALYSIS  OF 

MORTALITY, 

MATERNAL  DEATH  RATES  and 

CASE  RATES. 

Birth  Rates  : 

Llandilo 

Carnvs.  England 

London 

R.D.C. 

C.C.  & Wales. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population 

13.5 

13  93 

15.3 

17.6 

Still  Birth  Rate 

0.38 

0.40 

0.35 

0.34 

Infant  Deaths  : 

Under  4 

weeks. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

5 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

6 


Under  1 year. 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

8 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Infant  Death  Rates  : 


Llandilo  Carms.  England  London 
R.D.C.  C.C.  & Wales. 


All  causes  under  1 year 

22.6 

32.6 

27.6 

23.8 

All  causes  under  4 weeks 

14.1 

22.2 

Maternal  Mortality  : 


Llandilo  Carms.  England 
R.D.C.  C.C.  & Wales. 


Deaths  per  1,000 

Live  and  Still  Births 

0 

1.2 

0.72 

Death  Rate  : 


Llandilo 

Carms.  England 

London 

R.D.C. 

C.C,  & WaliS. 

All  causes 

13.88 

12.65  11.3 

12.6 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Caneer  : 

Males — 26.  Females — 28.  Total — 54. 


Sites. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Stomach 

9 

10 

19 

Colon  and  Rectum 

4 

4 

8 

Pancreas 

2 

1 

3 

Prostate 

4 

0 

4 

Breast 

0 

4 

4 

Uterus 

0 

2 

2 

Lungs 

4 

2 

6 

Other  Sites 

3 

5 

8 

TOTAL 

26 

28 

54 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer  : 


Rates  per  1,000  population — 2.07. 
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NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM 

EACH 

DISEASE 

Male. 

Fennle. 

Rates  per 

1,000 

population. 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  infection 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7 

1 

0.30 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

1 

0 

0.04 

Cancer 

26 

28 

2.07 

Diabetes 

0 

3 

0.11 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

22 

30 

1.99 

Coronory  Disease,  Angina 

21 

11 

1.26 

Other  Heart  Disease 

48 

42 

3.45 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

7 

5 

0.46 

Bronchitis 

13 

7 

0.76 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

5 

0.35 

Other  respiratory  Diseases 

20 

2 

0.84 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

2 

0.11 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

0 

0.04 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

6 

1 

0.26 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

0 

0 

Other  Puerperal  Disease 

— 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Abortion 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth 

— 

1 

0.04 

o 

1 

0.11 

Suicide 

Other  violence 

1 

1 

0.08 

. 3 

3 

0.23 

All  other  causes 

Syphilis 

0 

0 

0 

Road  accidents 

3 

2 

u.iy 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

7 

— 

0 26 

Other  infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

0 

0.04 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia 

0 

0 

0 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 _ 

Other  Defined  and  Uldefined  Diseases 

9 

14 

0.88 

T0TA1 


203 


159 
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Prevalance  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 

103Notifieations  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  received  during  the  year. 


Disease. 

Number. 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

Measles 

45 

Pneumonia 

25 

Erysipelas 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

2 

Weil’s  Disease 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

Paratyphoid 

3 

Dysentery 

0 

TOTAL 

103 

DIPHTHERIA. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  has  occurred  in  the  area  for  the  last  6 
years,  but  if  freedom  from  this  disease  is  to  continue,  75o/o  of  the 
infants  under  1 year  of  age  should  receive  a full  course  of  diphtheria 
immunisation.  This  is  given  by  the  family  doctor  or  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics. 
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The  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  was  as  follows: 
0 — 4 years  who  completed  full  primary  course  ...  248 

5 — 14  years  who  completed  full  primary  course  ...  — 

Number  who  received  a “reinforcing”  injection  ...  139 


PARATYPHOID. 

Three  cases  of  Paratyphoid  were  notified  during  the  year.  At 
that  time  there  were  several  cases  in  two  neighbouring  authorities,  and  a 
healthy  carrier  from  one  of  these  areas  returned  home  and  infected  a 
member  of  her  family.  Fortunately  he  did  not  develope  the  disease  but 
was  a carrier  for  a short  time.  The  contacts  of  all  the  cases  and  carr- 
iers were  kept  under  observation  to  ensure  that  they  were  free  of  in- 
fection. 


And  I am  glad  to  'report  that  there  was  no  further  spread  of  the 
disease.  As  a precaution  all  the  Food  Premises  in  the  area  were  cir- 
culated with  a leaflet  on  the  “Safe  Handling  of  Food.” 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


I 


Total. 

OOCOOHHtOOMH 

oo 

DEATHS. 

Pulmonary. 

Female. 

OOOOOiHOOOOO 

r-i 

Male. 

OOOOOOrHCOOOJi-l 

i 

Total. 

HHnonacricooNn 

o\ 

CO 

S-i 

Cw 

6 

r-H 

CS 

3 

rHOr— (OOOOtOOOO 

s 

f-H 

3 

IX 

<D 

CA 

W 
t A 
< 
u 

a 

o 

£ 

Male. 

OrHrHOT-IOOOOOiH 

H 

z 

t- 

a 

a 

o 

Female. 

OOOOH^W^OON 

tH 

3 

Oh 

Male. 

ooHOriinTfi'ONO 

r— 1 

u 

ca  . . . . g 

c/3  r/i  tn  t/y  f/i  t/5  U 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 * 

TOTAL 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

1.  INSPECTION  FOR  PURPOSE  OF  PROVISIONS 
AS  TO  HEALTH. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

dumber  of 
Written 
Notices. 

Prose- 

cutions. 

( i)  Factories  in  which  sections  1,  2 
3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  L.A.’s 

5 

1 

0 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  section  7 is  enforced  by 
LA. 

29 

2 

0 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  section 
7 is  enforced  by  L.A.  (excluding 
outworkers  premises) 

2 

0 

0 

1 

TOTAL 

36 

3 

1 

0 

2 CASES  IN  WHICH 

DEFECTS 

FOUND. 

Number  of  Defects. 


Found. 


Remedied. 


Referred  Number  of 
to  H.M.  Prosecut- 
Inspector.  ions. 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Overcrowding 
Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  Ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

Sanitary  convenience 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 


TOTAL 
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During  the  year  the  following  inspections  were  carried  out 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  39 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  15 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  16 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  60 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  15 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  78 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  12 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  20 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  340 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  8 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  601 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  36 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  17 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  36 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  47 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  57 

Nuisances  (Dwelling  houses)  ...  ...  290 

Nuisances  (Miscellaneous)  ...  ...  44 

Council  Houses  (Inspections)  ...  ...  261 

Housing  Act  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  243 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Inspections  ...  156 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  94 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  75 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  61 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  49 


Sewerage  Schemes. 

The  following  work  was  carried  out  on  Sewerage  Schemes  under 
construction  in  the  area  during  1952. 


Cwnigwili  Sewerage  Scheme  : 

All  works  on  sewers  completed  and  90o/o  Sewage  disposal  works 
completed. 


Pontybereni  Joint  Sewerage  Scheme  : 

770  yards  of  sewer  laid  and  12  manholes  completed. 


Aberlash  Extension  : 

Sewer  completed. 

Cefnbrynbrain  and  Ystradowen  Sewerage  Scheme  : 

80o/o  of  sewer  completed  at  Ystradowen  and  50«/o  at  Cefnbryn 
brain. 

Penygroes — INo.  1 Housing  Site  : 

Sewer  extension  completed. 


Carmel  Sewerage  Scheme  : 
Extension  completed. 
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Report  of  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  year  1952. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Olley,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  my 
1st  Annual  Report  on  the  work  undertaken  and  accomplished  by  your 
Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1952. 
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Water  Supply. 


Public  Supplies  : 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  have  been  collected  from 
all  public  supplies  within  (he  Council’s  area  at  monthly  intervals.  Good 
reports  were  invariably  received  on  those  samples  collected  from  the 
public  mains  serving  the  South  Sub-District.  This  was  not  the  case  in 
the  North  and  Llandovery  Sub-Districts,  nor  could  it  be  expected. 
The  numerous  wells  and  springs  serving  these  areas  are  for  the  most 
part  untreated  and  the  quality  of  the  water  fluctuates  with  varied 
climatic  conditions.  No  serious  pollution  however,  is  likely  to  occur 
and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  protect  these  supplies  from  surface 
pollution. 

Private  Supplies  : 

Every  assistance  continues  to  be  given  to  owners  of  private 
dwelling  houses  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  a mains  supply.  In  the 
majority  of  cases,  such  houses  are  supplied  from  shallow  wells  or  land 
springs.  It  is  common  to  find,  on  inspection,  that  no  protective  measures 
whatsoever,  have  been  taken  and  many  supplies  have  been  markedly 
improved  after  consultation  with  the  owners  and  offering  them  advice 
and  suggestions  on  protective  measures. 


TABLE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  SAMPLES 


FOR  THE  YEAR. 

(a)  Public  Supplies  : 

Chemical  Analysis. 

Number  of  Samples  collected 

...  1 

Number  of  Samples  Satisfactory 

...  1 

Number  of  Samples  Unsatisfactory 

...  0 

Bacteriological  Analysis. 

Number 

of  Samples  collected 

...  170 

Number 

of  Samples  Satisfactory 

...  101 

Number 

of  Samples  Unsatisfactory 

...  69 
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(b)  Private  Supplies  : 


Chemical  Analysis. 

Number  of  Samples  collected 

...  Nil. 

Bacteriological  Analysis. 

Number  of  Samples  collected  ...  90 

Number  of  Samples  Satisfactory  ...  31 

Number  of  Samples  Unsatisfactory  ...  59 


GRANT  AID  SCHEMES. 

Many  Farmers  have  taken  advantage  of  the  grants  made  available 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries  for  providing  an  adequate 
and  pure  constant  water  supply  to  their  farms,  cowsheds,  dairies.  , etc. 
During  the  year  under  review,  15  such  approved  schemes  were  com- 
pleted. 


NEW  HOUSE  CONNECTIONS. 

Immediately  a mains  supply  becomes  available  in  any  part  of 
the  district,  every  elfort  is  made  to  have  the  dwelling  houses  in  that 
part  of  the  district  supplied  from  the  new  mains. 

In  very  few  cases  has  it  been  necessary  to  serve  Statutory  Notices 
on  the  owners  for  this  purpose. 

In  the  past  year,  36  Private  houses  and  85  Council  Houses  were 
provided  with  a mains  supply. 


MOUSE  CONNECTIONS. 


Main  Supplies. 

Private  Supplies 

Direct  to 

house. 

By  Standpipe. 

No.  of 
House. 

Popul- 

ation. 

No.  of 
Houses. 

Popul- 

ation. 

No.  of 
Houses. 

Popul- 

ation 

Llandilo  Rural 

542 

1938 

70 

488 

449 

1842 

Llanegwad 

48 

145 

40 

128 

246 

825 

Llangadock 

222 

654 

15 

44 

239 

787 

Llanddeusant 

3 

15 

■7 

10 

97 

239 

Llandingat  Without 

2 

7 

... 

85 

252 

Llandyfeisant 

7 

22 

... 

... 

12 

51 

Llanfairarybryn 

24 

66 

8 

30 

138 

568 

Llanfihangel 
Aberby  thich 

201 

793 

27 

124 

92 

281 

Llanfynydd 

27 

86 

18 

36 

123 

394 

Llangathen 

3 

10- 

33 

107 

126 

472 

Llansadwrn 

25 

101 

18 

59 

124 

372 

Llansawel 

37 

95 

23 

53 

92 

304 

Llanwrda 

115 

355 

Talley 

28 

60 

7 

2 

90 

280 

Conwil  Caio 

... 

10 

31 

325 

955 

Cilycwm 

... 

... 

204 

464 

Myddfai 

... 

' 161 

535 

Bettws 

273 

924 

1 

3 

18 

60 

Llandebie 

2125 

7715 

15 

49 

95 

280 

• 

Quarter  Bach 

843 

| 2546 

7 

29 

19 

"77 

1 /7 
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DRAINAGE  AND  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

In  the  South  Sub-District  continued  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  conversion  of  conservancy  systems  to  water  carriage  systems.  During 
the  year,  21  such  conversions  were  completed;  26  private  dwelling 
houses  were  provided  with  new  house  drainage  systems;  and  2 existing 
water  closets  were  repaired  and  placed  in  good  working  ,order. 

Progress  in  this  direction  in  the  North  Sub-District  is  of  necess- 
ity retarded  due  to  the  lack  of  sewerage  systems.  In  the  larger  villages, 
where  it  is  anticipated  that  sewers  and  disposal  works  will  be  provided 
in  the  near  future,  little  action  is  taken  at  the  present  time  other  than 
to  ensure  that  the  existing  sanitary  arrangements  do  not  cause  undue 
nuisance. 

In  the  more  isolated  dwellings,  which  are  not  likely  ever  to  be 
served  with  a public  sewer,  but  where  an  adequate  water  supply  is 
available,  it  is  still  hoped  to  encourage  water  carriage  systems  by  the 
provision  of  either  (a)  cesspools  or  (b)  septic  tanks  and  filter  beds. 
The  success  of  such  a venture  will  depend  almost  entirely  upon  whether 
the  Council  is  prepared  to  introduce  a cesspool  cleansing  service,  and 
consideration  of  such  a scheme  is  strongly  recommended. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

A regular  system  of  refuse  collection  is  in  operation  throughout 
the  Council’s  area.  Evenso,  complaints  of  indiscriminate  dumping  ,on 
waste  land  and  river  banks  are  still  being  received.  The  erection  of 
warning  notices  on  such  sites  has  eased  these  conditions  somewhat  and 
efforts  continue  to  be  made  by  the  department  to  educate  the  public 
in  this  direction  that  such  unhygienic  practices  might  cease  altogether. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

No  effort  has  been  spared  during  the  year  to  combat  the  rat 
population  throughout  the  district.  Bearing  in  mind  the  menacing  part 
played  by  rodents  in  the  spread  of  certain  dangerous  infectious  diseases, 
together  with  the  devastating  effect  their  operations  have  on  buildings 
and  food  supplies,  all  complaints  of  infestations  have  promptly  been 
dealt  with.  When  the  number  of  complaints  falls  at  any  period,  ex- 
tensive surveys  of  the  area  are  made  and  old  sites  of  infestation  visited 
and  treated  as  required. 

Council  property  is  well  controlled,  and  the  sewer  maintenance 
treatments  carried  out  in  March  and  September  again  revealed  that 
our  Trunk  sewers  are  free  from  infestation. 
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SUMMARY  OF  CONTROL  MEASURES. 


Block  Treatment. 

Type  of  No.  of  No.  of  No.  No.  No.  No.  of 

Property.  Inspect-  Treat-  Notices.  Premises.  Man- 

ions.  ments.  Sec.  4.  holes. 


L.A.  Property 

52 

45 

Dwelling  House 

563 

162 

... 

... 

Business  Premises  ... 

4 

4 

... 

... 

Ag.  Property  ' 

82 

... 

3 

18 

4 

TOTAL 

701 

211 

3 

18 

4 

SCHOOLS. 

Twenty  routine  inspections  of  schools  and  school  canteens  were 
carried  out  during  the  year.  Detailed  reports  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Committees  and  copies  of  these  reports  submitted  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  consideration. 

FACTORIES. 

Two  notifications  relating  to  unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation 
were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  during  the  year. 

These  complaints  were  followed  up  and  the  defaults  rectified. 
In  all,  36  inspections  of  factories  within  your  area  were  made. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Meat. 

The  Minister  of  Food  commends  to  all  local  authorities  the 
revised  Memorandum  on  Meat  Inspection  which  is  based  upon  the 
recommendations  of  the  Interdepartmental  Committee  on  Meat  Inspection. 

One  of  the  new  recommendations  is  of  particular  interest  inasmuch 
as  it  places  a certain  responsibility  upon  all  public  health  departments, 
whether  or  not  such  departments  are  responsible  for  the  inspection  of 
meat  at  a public  abattoir,  viz  that  no  dressed  carcase  should  be 

admitted  to  a slaughter  house  (i)  unless  the  carcase  is  accompanied  by 
a certificate  given  by  an  authorised  officer  certifying  that  the  carcase  and 
its  organs  and  viscera  have  been  inspected  and  passed  fit  for  human 
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consumption,  or  (ii)  the  carcase  is  accompanied  by  . its  internal  organs 
and  viscera  and  by  a certificate  given  by  a veterinary  surgeon  stating 
the  reason  for  slaughter  and  particulars  of  any  drug  which  might  affect 
the  carcase  which  to  his  knowledge  had  been  administered  to  the  live 
animals. 

Thus,  casuality  carcases  which  have  hitherto  been  admitted  to 
the  Llandilo  U.D.C.  Abattoir  in  a dressed  condition  from  various  parts 
of  your  area,  should,  in  future,  be  subject  to  inspection  by  . one  of  your 
public  health  inspectors  and  the  prescribed  certificate  issued  before 
admission. 

In  addition  to  occasional  meat  inspection  duties  at  the  Llandilo 
U.D.C.  Abattoir,  15  inspections  of  butchers  shops  were  made  during  the 
year  and  6711bs.  of  meat  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
were  condemned. 

Milk. 

Of  the  22  registered  distributors  within  your  area,  15  are  now 
retailing  designated  milk.  The  standard  of  hygiene  of  dairies  throughout 
the  area  remains  high,  and  frequent  inspections  have  been  made  to  en- 
sure that  such  a standard  is  maintained. 

f 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  results  of  milk  sampling  for 
the  period  under  review  : — 


Nature  of  Milk. 

No. 

Samples. 

No.  No.  Unsat- 

Satisfactory.  isfactory. 

Pasteurised 

6 

6 

... 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

2 

2 

... 

T.T. 

1 

i 

... 

Raw 

7 

5 

2 

TOTAL 

16 

14 

2 

Two  samples  for  biological  examination  for  tubercle  bacilli  were 
collected  during  the  year  and  both  were  reported  to  be  negative. 

Ice  Cream. 

Two  additional  premises  were  registered  for  the  purpose  of  sale 
of  ice  cream  during  the  year,  bringing  the  total  of  registered  ice  cream 
premises  up  to  35. 
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Twenty-eight  samples  of  ice  cream  from  fifteen  of  these  premises 
were  collected  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year.  Copies 
of  the  reports  received  from  the  analyst  are  sent  to  all  traders  for  their 
information  and  any  adverse  report  is  followed  up  and  advice  and 
suggestions  offered  to  the  manufacturers.  These  visits  are  welcomed  by 
the  traders  throughout  the  district  who  are  fast  becoming  “bacteria 
conscious”  and  their  enthusiasm  to  do  all  that  is  necessary  .to  receive 
satisfactory  reports  is  most  encouraging. 

In  all,  60  visits  were  made  to  ice  cream  premises  during  the  year. 


LICENSED  PREMISES. 


A comprehensive  survey  of  all  licensed  premises  within  the 
Council’s  area  was  completed  towards  the  end  of  the  year  under  review, 
the  following  being  a summary  of  the  more  important  features  of  these 

investigations  : — 

. , ....  73 

No.  of  establishments  inspected 

, ...  51 

No.  served  by  mains  water  supply 


No.  served  by  private  water  supply 

No.  with  H.  & C.  Water,  sink,  etc.  in  bar  

No.  with  H.  & C.  Water,  sink,  etc.,  not  in  bar 
No.  with  inadequate  washing  facilities  ... 

No.  with  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation  for  both  sexes 

No.  with  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  for  both  sexes 

No.  provided  with  earth  closets 

No.  provided  with  water  closets 

No.  connected  to  public  sewer 

No.  requiring  structural  repaiis 


...  22 
...  36 
...  10 
...  27 
29 
...  44 
...  25 
...  48 
...  14 
...  12 


Following  the  survey,  reports  and  recommends, tons  were  sub,  ,. .led 
the  brewers  and  private  owners;  iron,  a number  of  aeknowledg  - 
ments  of  these  reports  it  would  appear  that  the  fullest  co-operation  can 
be  expected.  The  department  attaches  considerable  importance 

gieue  o,  licensed  premises,  and  from  the  data  collected  every  cudcavou 
wffl  be  made  to  improve  and  modernise  all  those  es.abhshments 
now  fall  short  of  required  standard- 
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MISCELLANEOUS  FOOD  PREMISES. 

[n  addition  to  the  visits  made  in  connection  with  meat,  milk,  ice 
cream  and  licensed  premises,  referred  to  earlier  in  this  report  121 
inspections  of  other  food  premises  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
The  department’s  relationship  with  all  occupiers  of  such  premises  has  at 
all  times  been  a happy  and  cordial  one  and  in  no  instance  has  it  been 
necessary  to  prosecute  in  order  to  bring  about  any  improvements 
demanded  by  present-day  legislation. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  improvements  which  have  been 
carried  out  at  various  food  premises  within  the  Council’s  area  : — 


Structural  repairs  to  floors  • y ...  •••  •••  2 

Structural  repairs  to  walls  and  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Interior  painting  and  decorating  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Improved  lighting  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Improved  cleanliness  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

Provision  of  refuse  bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Intervening  ventilated  space  to  W.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Improved  light  and  ventilation  to  W.C.  apartments  ....  ...  1 

Improved  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Provision  of  sinks  and  wash  hand  basins  ...  ...  ...  2 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


FOOD  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 

The  following  foods  were  condemned,  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  viz.: — 


Nature  of  Food.  Reason  for  Condemnation.  Amount. 


Meat  and  Offals 

Advanced  Decomposition 

67 'lbs. 

Bacon 

Decomposition 

208  lbs. 

Cake 

Mould 

3 lbs. 

Sausages 

Rancidity 

20  lbs. 

Tea 

Contaminated  during 

■ 

transit 

10  lbs. 

Butter 

15  lbs. 

Margarine 

57  lbs. 

Tinned  Meat 

Blown  and  Damaged 

SOtins. 

Tinned  Fruit 

68tins. 

Tinned  Milk 

29tins. 

Miscellaneous  Tinned  Foods 

55  5 5 

58tins. 
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Housing. 


House  construction  figures  for  the  year  under 
favourably  with  those  for  the  year  1951. 

review 

compare 

1951. 

1952. 

Number 

of  Council  Houses  erected 

. 92 

114 

Number 

of  Council  Houses  under  construction 

. 124 

66 

Number 

of  Private  Houses  erected 

. 11 

13 

Number 

of  Private  Houses  under  construction 

. 13 

17 

Number 

of  families  rehoused  in  Council  Houses 

during  the  year 

86 

To  fully  appreciate  the  housing  problem  which  still  confronts  the 
Council,  a study  must  be  made  of  numerous  factors  additional  to  the 
house  construction  figures  : 

(i)  Number  of  Families  Requiring  Housing  Accommodation. 

The  number  cf  families  on  the  Council’s  Waiting  List  for  housing 
accommodation  has  further  increased  during  the  current  year.  In  the 
South  Sub-District,  it  may  be  said  that  but  few  desperate  cases  still 
remain  to  be  rehoused,  the  majority  of  applicants  being  small  family 
units  living  in  appartments  and  requiring  separate  accommodation. 

Comparative  figures  for  the  years  1951  and  1952  are  shown  in 
the  following  table  : — 


Parish 

or 

Ward. 

Number  of 
1951. 

applicants. 

1952. 

Bettws  Lower 

40 

44 

Bettws  Upper 

19 

25 

Heolddu 

... 

6 

4 

Llandebie 

114 

156 

Quarter  Bach 

No. 

1 & Glynamman  ... 

70 

103 

Quarter  Bach 

No. 

2 

60 

24 

Penygroes 

... 

77 

78 

Saron 

... 

121 

147 

Caio 

•It. 

8 

9 

Cilycwin 

... 

4 

7 

> 
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Llangathen 

Llangadock 

Llansadwrn 

Llanddeusant 

Llansawel 

Llanwrda 

Llanfynydd 

Llanfihangel  Aberbythich 

Llandilo  South 

Llandilo  North 

Myddfai 

Talley 

Llanegwad 


11  11 

25  23 


16 

6 

7 

6 

5 

38 


7 

7 

7 

9 

7 

40 


37  42 


33 

5 

4 

4 


24 

4 

7 

7 


TOTAL 


...  716  792 


(ii)  Families  Living  in  Unfit  Houses  who  are  not  on  Council’s 
Waiting  List. 

This  presents  a problem  which  cannot  readily  or  easily  be 
solved  and  relates  solely  to  the  purely  rural  parts  of  the  Council’s  area. 
The  erection  of  new  houses  in  these  areas  does  not  ease  this  situation 
as  the  families  concerned  are  not  prepared  or  cannot  afford  to  pay  the 
substantial  rent  now  demanded  for  a Council  House.  Nor  can  the 
owners  be  enforced  to  repair  these  dwellings.  They  cannot  be  repaired 
at  a reasonable  cost  and  thus  action  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing 
Act — demolition  in  most  cases,  or  major  repairs  in  some  cases — is  the 
only  right  and  proper  action,  and  such  action  cannot  reasonably  be  taken 
whilst  the  houses  are  occupied.  A revision  of  the  Rents  Acts  together 
with  amendments  to  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  to  give  wider  scope  to  im- 
provement grants  might  well  be  the  answer  to  this  problem. 


(iii)  Demolition  of  Unfit  Houses. 

Against  the  number  of  houses  erected  and  those  under  con- 
struction consideration  must  be  given  to  those  dwellings  put  out  of 
commission  by  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 
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In  all,  during  the  year,  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  such 
action  in  respect  of  20  houses:  3 were  demolished,  4 converted  into 
stores  or  agricultural  out-buildings,  and  undertakings  were  received  in 
respect  of  13  houses  that  they  would  hot  be  let  for  human  habitation. 


The  above  factors  aggravate  our  housing  problem  and  tend  to 
remove  any  complacency  we  might  feel  when  studying  our  programme 
of  completed  houses  for  the  year. 

There  are  features  of  our  housing  drive  however,  which  must  be 
placed  on  the  credit  side  and  which  play  an  important  part  in  improv- 
ing the  present  situation,  viz.: — 

(i)  Repairs  to  Existing  Private  Houses. 

The  department  has  been  active  during  the  year  in  insisting  upon 
the  repair  of  properties  to  render  them  fit  for  human  habitation.  In 
many  cases,  had  action  not  been  taken,  the  properties  would  soon  have 
deteriorated  to  an  extent  when  repairs  would  be  out  of  the  question 
and  further  additions  would  have  to  be  made  to  our  already  substantial 
schedule  of  condemned  properties. 

(ii)  Improvements  to  Existing  Houses. 

On  the  credit  side  of  the  Council’s  housing  drive  must  also  be 
placed  the  number  of  existing  houses  within  the  district  which  have 
been  improved  as  a result  of  advantage  being  taken  by  owners  of  the 
grants  provided  for  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 

During  the  year  under  review  16  such  grants  were  approved, 
the  expenditure  involved  amounting  to  £5112  and  the  grants  amount- 
ing to  £2549. 


The  conclusions  drawn  from  the  above  notes  can  only  be  that 
the  Council’s  housing  problem  has  not  eased  in  the  past  twelve  months 
and  is  therefore  still  of  a major  character. 


FILTHY  AND  VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

During  the  year  the  services  of  the  department  were  required 
to  disinfest  six  dwelling  houses  which  were  bug-infested  and  one  dwell- 
ing infested  with  (leas.  The  costs  of  these  operations  were  borne  bj 
the  respective  owners. 
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Routine  inspections  of  Council  Houses  resulted  in  the  discovering 
of  a number  of  dwellings  where  cleanliness  was  sadly  lacking.  After 
reporting  these  cases  and  warning  the  tenants  of  the  likely  . consequences 
of  repeated  default  of  this  nature,  subsequent  visits  showed  a marked 
improvement  in  the  conditions  in  all  cases. 

HUTMENTS— PARC  GLAS. 

Conditions  prevailing  at  these  temporary  dwellings  have  deterior- 
ated during  the  past  year  and  it  is  my  considered  opinion  that  _the 
Council  must  now  seriously  consider  the  rehousing  of  these  families  and 
the  complete  dismantling  of  all  the  huts. 

A report  on  this  matter  which  you  have  instructed  me  to  prepare 
is  already  in  course  of  preparation  and  will  be  presented  for  your  con- 
sideration early  in  the  new  year. 

i 

ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  (Section  9)  Nil 

2.  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  by  owner  after 

service  of  formal  notice  (Section  9)  Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  bv  local 

Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

4.  Number  of  houses  reconstructed  as  a result  of  action  under 


Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  5 

5.  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  3 

6.  Number  of  Notices  served  in  respect  of  dwelling  houses 

overcrowded  (Section  66  (2)).  Nil 

7.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  overcrowding  was 

abated  after  service  of  formal  notice  Nil 

8.  Number  of  separate  tenement  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  (Section  12)  1 

9.  Number  of  separate  tenement  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  determined  the 
tenement  room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 
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Conclusion. 


Every  effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  strike  a fair 
balance  in  the  distribution  of  the  many  varied  and  responsible  duties  of 
the  department.  Certain  duties  have  demanded  a greater  measure  of 
attention  than  others,  e.g.,  food  hygiene,  housing,  water  supplies,  hut 
this  has  not  meant  that  the  many  other  important  aspects  of  environ- 
mental hygiene  have  been  neglected. 


The  year  has  proved  to  be  a very  happy  and  successful  one  and 
ray  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  all  members  of  the  Council  for  their 
kindly  interest  in  all  the  department’s  endeavours;  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  her  assistance  and  co-operation;  to  the  'Additional 
Sanitary  Inspectors  who  have  at  all  times  supported  me  so  loyally  and 
zealously;  and  to  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  whose  kind  and 
ready  co-operation  is  greatly  appreciated. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Olley,  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  THOMAS, 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


